
10 Boating Safety

Tips:

Wear a Life Jacket:

Always wear properly fitting and U.S. Coast

Guard-approved life jackets. Ensure that

there is a life jacket available for every

passenger on board, and encourage

everyone to wear them at all times.

Check Weather Conditions:

Before heading out, check the weather

forecast and be aware of any potential

storms or adverse conditions. Avoid

boating in inclement weather, especially if

strong winds or storms are predicted.

File a Float Plan:
Inform someone on the land about your

boating plans, including your destination,

expected return time, and the route you plan to

take. This ensures that someone is aware of

your whereabouts in case of an emergency.

Be Mindful of Boat Capacity:

Adhere to the manufacturer's

recommendations for the maximum number

of passengers and weight capacity on your

boat. Overloading can compromise stability

and increase the risk of accidents.

Avoid Alcohol and Drugs:
Boating under the influence of alcohol or

drugs significantly increases the risk of

accidents. Stay sober while operating a boat

and discourage passengers from consuming

alcohol excessively.

Maintain and Check Equipment:

Regularly inspect your boat, including the

engine, navigation lights, and safety equipment.

Ensure that all essential equipment is in good

working condition before setting out on the

water.



Install and use engine cut-off devices, such

as kill switches or lanyards, to stop the

engine in case the operator is unexpectedly

thrown from the boat. This can prevent

accidents where the boat continues to

operate with no one in control.

Learn Navigation Rules:

Familiarize yourself with and follow

navigation rules to prevent collisions

on the water. Understand the meanings

of buoys, markers, and other

navigational aids.

Stay Alert and Avoid Distractions:

Keep a sharp lookout for other

vessels, swimmers, and obstacles on

the water. Avoid distractions, such as

using a mobile phone, while operating

the boat.

Take a Boating Safety

Course:
Consider taking a boating safety course to

enhance your knowledge of boating rules,

emergency procedures, and navigation skills.

Many courses are available both online and in-

person.

Use Engine Cut-off Devices:

Adhering to these boating safety tips

can significantly reduce the risk of

accidents and ensure a safe and

enjoyable boating experience for

everyone on board.


